
Much Birch Neighbourhood Development Plan  

Record of Much Birch Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering group meeting 

 30 May  2019 at Much Birch Community Hall 

Present. Steering Group; Dave Goldsmith (Chairman), Bill Bloxsome (Data Orchard), , Tricia Egerton, 

Lesley Gare, Chris Grover, , Geoff Nichol, Steve Turner (PC), Roisin Burge (PC), 1. Apologies.  Chris 

Pickering Grey ,  Martin Booy   

2. Declarations of Interest.       There were no declarations of interest. 

   The Chairman reported that clarification had been requested (by a member of the group) about 

the procedure and process of declarations of interests.  The commitment of members of the steering 

group to a recommended code of conduct (Herefordshire Council guidance) is noted in the record of 

meetings 27/2/2017 and re confirmed.27/9/2018. “It is expected that all Steering Group Members 

abide by the principles and practice of the Parish Council Code of conduct including declaration of 

interest.” 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk be requested to review the proposed procedure 

for future implementation. Action RB    

3. Approval of Record/notes from meetings.     The record of the meetings of 28 March 2019 was 

confirmed. 

4. Matters arising. There were no matters arising.   

5. Housing Policy Recommendations.  

(Background information) It had been agreed at the meeting of 30 March 2019 that “an informed 

agreed target figure for housing development (2019-2031) would need to be agreed in order for 

informed recommendations to be made for the next stage of forward development.   

 

a. Housing needs/numbers. 

Prior to the meeting the Chairman had circulated updated figures (Housing Requirements and 

commitments) which Consultant Bill B had ascertained from Herefordshire Council. These are 

subject to confirmation as the annual updated figures April 2018-April 2019 (provided by the 

Monitoring officer) have not yet been made available to the public.   

b. Housing needs/numbers. 

Bill B reminded the group that in 2011 the original Minimum growth target figure   for number 

of houses required 2011-2031 was 57. (Note: the steering group have always accepted that a 

higher figure will need to be considered in order to accommodate the possibility of changing 

housing policies at local and national levels) 

Updated figures: 

 Completions 2011-2018 (April)(HC advice)                                                                                   10 

Dwellings with outstanding planning permissions (2018)                                                          41 

Permissions granted 2018/19 (from HC planning register)                                                        21 

Windfall estimate based on submissions                                                                                         4 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

Potential minimum total during plan period (2019-31                                                              76 



                

Discussion took place about a number of factors which should be considered in coming to a 

steering group consensus about recommendations. The current estimate of completion numbers 

(as at June 2019) 76 as against minimum required i.e 57 is 19 more (33%) than the basic 

minimum needed  meet Herefordshire Core strategy requirements .. Bill B advised that this this 

figure might / could be reduced if the major developments (included in figures) are completed 

before final signing off/ approval of the Much Birch NDP. Action. There is a need to clarify this 

before the next meeting. 

Housing needs as reported in the Community survey 2017 were 7 dwellings for local people over 

next 5 years, three households requiring two bedroomed properties and three requiring three 

bedroomed properties.  

Current permissions would result in 13 social rented dwellings and 3 intermediate dwellings as 

part of overall proposals.   

Draft policies relating to Housing development strategy. (work in progress) 

Based on the results of the Community survey 2017 and Community Consultation event 2019 it 

was agreed that the two options for larger sites for housing development should be excluded.  

The two remaining options were discussed: 

1.Minor infill making no further provision beyond existing committed sites although small 

sites might come forward for infill within defined development boundaries and  

2. Provide for a limited number of relatively small and medium sized sites in addition to any 

infill  

Further consideration of this to take place and recommendations agreed when clarification of 

numbers and outstanding queries are addressed.    

Brownfield sites. The need to include a policy on this was agreed. 

Action. The latest draft of Housing policies needed for June meeting 

 

6. Finance. 

Chris G reported on draft figures presented in the projection of costs/figures for 2019/20. The 

Chairman and group thanked Chris for his management of the Finance for the NDP 

development. 

 

7 AOB  

 

 Confirmation of date of next meeting 27 June 2019  

     

 


